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The Ethics of Internet Research: Theoretical and Practical Challenges 

Présenté lors du Séminaire fondateur du Réseau Thématique International de l’Ethique en SHS  

Internet research is undoubtedly one of the new frontiers for sociological research and social sciences 

in general. Yet, its practice directly challenges traditional research ethics, for even the most entrenched 

principles such as informed consent are not always applicable. Moreover, it is also limited by technical 

possibilities, legislative frameworks, and institutional requirements. Between all this, I argue, in line 

with the Association of Internet Researchers (AoIR), that researchers need to adopt a case-by-case 

approach, grounded in introspection and reflexivity, but also in pragmatism.  
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